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ENROLLMENTS INCREASE FASTER
THAN FACULTY POSITIONS

MISSOULA-More college students than ever are enrolling in professional programs such
as business, agriculture, and journalism, but the number of faculty positions in
these areas is not keeping pace with the increase, according to Paul B. Blomgren,
dean of the University of Montana's School of Business Administration.
Writing for the autumn issue of the MONTANA BUSINESS QUARTERLY, Blomgren
assesses national and state enrollment trends in higher education.
notes increased

He specifically

enrollment in Montana's business schools.

"Education for business has expanded in popularity here in Montana as it has
elsewhere," Blomgren reports.

He states that UM's business school grew 20 percent

between 1975 and 1978.
Nationally, the number of students in professional programs increased from
38 percent to 58 percent between 1969 and 1976.

Blomgren points out, however, that

teaching faculty in these areas expanded from 32 percent to only 37 percent of the
total faculty.

"Enrollment shifted, but faculty positions to handle this change

were not shifted," Blomgren says.
Increasing enrollments without the accompanying increase in faculty positions
cannot continue if professional programs, including education in business, are
going to be a major part of higher education, according to Blomgren.
Other trends Blomgren notes include a decrease in total enrollments across the
country due to the decrease in birth rates over the past 20 years and a change in
the composition of the student body.

He notes that women now make up over 50 percent

of the national student body, compared to 46 percent in 1975.
(over)

In addition, there are

ENROLLMENTS INCREASE FASTER—

add one

more part-time students attending classes.

And there has been a dramatic increase

in the number of student over the age of 35 enrolling in higher education nation
wide .
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